
Celebrating the Month of the Young Child 

Heather Griffith – Fort Collins Coloradoan, April 2013 

APRIL IS THE MONTH OF THE YOUNG CHILD!  What can you do to celebrate?  Celebrating 

children isn’t just for the professionals, we all need to get in on the game! 

Teach.  This is what this month is really all about.  While the Early Educators are taking care of 

teaching our children, we need to be teaching each other.  We need advocates to spread the 

knowledge that investing in our kids is what will make community impacts down the road.  

Remember the column I wrote a few months ago?  For every $1 we spend on Early Childhood, 

there is a $7 - $10 return on investment – more than almost any other type of program out there!  

Getting kids learning early is how to prevent achievement gaps we spend so much time trying to 

solve as children get older.  

(Want to make community wide impact NOW?  Support strong families!  Go to 

http://communityfunded.com/projects/ecclc/best-start-for-babies) 

Look.  Look at your children, the children you work with and the children you see in the 

community.  Make sure you smile, be warm and be caring when you are around them – let them 

know that adults can be pretty cool.  Do you know that one of the most important ways to improve 

a child’s life is to build the that help us bounce back from life’s stressful times?  One of the best 

ways to build these skills is for children to bond with one other adult who is not their parent.  How 

could you be that adult in a child’s life? 

Play.  With your kids and with your friends.  The more we can learn to play and to value play,  he 

more community investment there will be.  Play is where learning begins for children.  Keep in 

mind that the more you are playful, the more the children around you feel the opportunity to play, 

and in turn the more they will play.  Play is where we learn rules, social order and cooperation.  In 

addition, play often leads to healthier children as your family gets up and gets moving.  Don’t 

discount the power of play. 

Know.  Do you know what your company’s policies are around families?  Could you help make 

them better and more supportive?  Do you know how to get information about young children’s 

needs here in Larimer County?  If you don’t – educate yourself!  We can’t start making a 

difference if we don’t know what needs to be done.  Start here: www.ecclc.org. 

Support.  Teaching matters.  TEACHERS matter.  Professional teachers at every level have a tough 

job that needs doing.  They are notoriously underpaid and over dedicated.  Supporting teachers 

can mean anything from getting to your child’s school a few minutes early to check in about your 

family’s morning at home, to getting a teacher a small gifts at special times of the year, (Teacher 

Appreciation Week is in May!), to volunteering some time to help them with a project or just 

showing up at a classroom or school event.  

You have all month to celebrate!  Join the party! 
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