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January doesn’t seem like the time to be thinking about starting Kindergarten, but Poudre School 

District kindergarten registration is February 7th and it is never too early to start getting kids 

ready for learning!  

Is your child eligible for Kindergarten?  In Poudre School District, children have to be 5 years old 

by September 15th of a school year to enter kindergarten.  There are no exceptions to this rule for 

public schools.  Though children are placed into their kindergarten class at different levels of 

development, this is a great time to help your child start out on a path to later successes.  There 

are benefits to being the oldest in the class – start teaching leadership skills and show your child 

how to teach others.  There are benefits to being the youngest in the class – teach children how to 

ask for help and do “research” to get what they need.  Age is just a number, but teaching children 

how you get along with others is what will really help them to grow up. 

Poudre School District is a school-of-choice district.  This means that parents can look at a menu of 

school options and choose to apply to many different kinds of programs.  Children will always be 

given a space at their “neighborhood school”, but families may opt for a different school choice 

and then will need to submit an application to a lottery for spaces in that school.  There is a great 

packet on the Poudre School District website titled “Educational Choices” which is an outline of 

all of different programs.  There are many options to be carefully considered.  No matter what 

program you choose, it is the relationships your family builds with that school which will help 

your child to build their relationship with learning.  Find a school that values what you do and to 

get to know teachers, participate in school events and help your children be excited for their new 

school year!  

Whatever school you choose, you will need to register with your neighborhood school on 

February 7th and know that the applications for first consideration for school-of-choice schools are 

due by February 8th.  

In addition to when and where, children need to know how to learn.  It is hard to define all the 

skills children need to know before starting school, but there are some things we all agree on.  

Children need to have experience with reading and books and a lot of it.  Read to your children 

often.  Children need to have experience with numbers.  Count, sing and point out numbers to 

children.  Children need to be curious.  Turn off the television, I-Pads and other screens and talk 

with your children about what they see in their world, especially on walks and car rides.  

Children need to follow directions and know how to be part of a group.  Enroll in a preschool 

program, find a play group, or join a karate or art class.   

Kindergarten is an exciting step – congratulations to all those entering next year! 


