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Young Peoples Learning Center is a non-discriminating, state licensed, early childhood education center 
for children 1-15 years of age.  Toddler care, for children 1 to 3 years, is offered at our Mathews Street 
location.  Preschool care, for children 2 ½ to 5 years, is offered at our Plum Street location in Fort Collins 
and our Elm Street location in Milliken.  For school age children, we offer transportation from selected 
nearby schools to our school age program which is run out of a gymnasium we rent at 220 E. Oak Street.  
Our schoolagers also enjoy special weekly programs for Christmas and Spring Breaks; the most active 
summer programs around for children ages 5 to 10 years (KinderCamp and FunCamp); as well as a 
unique, very active summer program for 11 to 15 year olds (TeenCamp, Fort Collins only). 
 
Young Peoples Learning Center welcomes and celebrates the diversity of our students.  Children with 
special needs are accepted into our program whenever feasible.  Children with needs that require 
additional training, specialized equipment or more direct adult contact may not be a good match for our 
program.  In these situations, we will work with parents and connect them with the Larimer County 
Early Childhood Council to identify a program or setting that will be more suitable for a child.  Young 
Peoples Learning Center reserves the right to ask any child to leave at any time. 
 
Janice and Dennis Griffith began running Young Peoples Learning Center (YPLC) out of the Mathews 
Street location in 1978.  Janice has a degree in Early Childhood Education, a Colorado Teaching 
Certificate for Preschool and Kindergarten, and is certified to direct a day care and preschool center in 
Colorado.  Prior to starting Young Peoples Learning Center, she had experience as a Child Counselor 

and taught in a Montessori program.  Dennis’ qualifications 
include a degree in Business Administration and several years 
experience as a business manager prior to running YPLC.  
Heather Griffith joined the administrative team in 2010 as the 
Head Director.  She has a masters degree in Social Work with 
Children and Families and in addition to working in many 
capacities with YPLC, she has experience with many children 
in at-risk populations including children in group homes, 
homeless shelters and the foster care system.  
 

Philosophy 
Young Peoples Learning Center was named after its philosophy 
was developed.  “Young Peoples” was chosen to accentuate 
equality between children and adults.  The rights and desires of 
adults are comparable to those of children; the right to be 
respected, the right to express feelings and opinions, the right to 
be heard and responded to, the right to independence, the right 
to choose, etc.  As individuals touching children’s lives (this 

includes parents and teachers), we need to guarantee children their rights as people. 
 
“Learning Center” was chosen because your child will learn and grow socially, emotionally, physically, 
and intellectually through the many activities and situations presented to him/her – dramatic play, 
books, manipulative toys, block play, cognitive learning games, large muscle exercise, creative art, craft 
projects, puppets, science experiments and displays, field trips, group time discussions, baking projects, 
social interactions, eating experiences, etc.  These various experiences will enable your child to become 
an independent and positive person ready to succeed in the life-long learning process. 
 
Our camp programs are designed to give children an experience each summer that they won’t forget, to 
forge friendships amongst each other that last a life time and to keep them moving and active for their 
summer break.   



  
 
 
These programs are designed to be extremely age-specific.  All children learn a lot of responsibility and 
a lot of lessons about community.  However, education is not the purpose of these programs – keeping 
active, building memories and making connections is! 
 

Drop Off and Pick Up  
KinderCamp and FunCamp locations open at 7:30 am, TeenCamp opens at 8:00 am.  All camp locations 
close at 5:30 pm.  Children may be dropped off at our Plum Street or Elm Street location between 6:30 
am and 8:00 am and be driven to camp. 
 
For those parents who arrive after 5:30 pm, there will be a charge of $5.00 per fifteen minutes or any 
portion thereof.  Staff will remain with the child/children at the pick up location for 15 minutes and then 
will return to the Fort Collins or Milliken preschool with the child/children.  Staff will begin attempting 
to contact parents as of closing time.  If parents cannot be reached, we will attempt to contact your 
“emergency contacts.”  If a staff member is unable to locate a parent or emergency contact by one hour 
after closing, we will contact Family Services.  
 
If you are late in dropping off a child to camp, you may bring them to the preschool center and we will 
connect them with their camp program as soon as possible.  We cannot guarantee how soon this will be.  
Please make all effort to be on time to camp in the mornings. 
 
If you are sending someone to pick up your child who is on your authorized pick up list, they must 
present a photo ID.  If you are sending someone to pick up your child who is not on your authorized pick 
up list, you must contact a center director or a camp director with that information and the person must 
present a photo ID.  If someone arrives to pick up a child other than a parent or a “regular” authorized 
pick up and YPLC has not been notified of a change in pick-up person (the “expected pick up person on 
the sign in sheets is an acceptable notification), YPLC will contact the parent before allowing the child 
to leave with that individual, even if that person is on the authorized pick up list. 
 

Excessive Heat and other Weather Related Issues 
We spend a majority of our day outside.  This is usually a GREAT thing in Colorado and we rarely have 
to make changes.  However, if we do experience inclement weather and our planned activity is outside, 
we will attempt to switch it for an inside activity scheduled for that same week.  We will notify the 
preschool center of any schedule changes.  If the weather is excessively hot and our activity is planned 
for outside, we will follow the same procedures.   
 

Parents as Volunteers or Visitors 
Parents are encouraged to attend our program as a volunteer or visitor at any time.  However, for camp, 
this is typically only on “big” field trip days.  In addition, we highly encourage TeenCamp parents to 
have a conversation with their teens prior to signing up to “chaperone” as this can be a social difficult 
situation for them.  We will contact parents and ask for chaperones for certain trips – thanks for helping 
out when you can! 
 

Registration  
In order to register for any Fort Collins camp programs, you must register online.  All online forms must 
be signed before your child’s first day of camp and Young Peoples must receive a copy of your child’s 
immunizations.  If you need help with the online registration, please stop by our 209 E. Plum Street and 
we will help you out! (You may also email or call us for assistance).  For camp programs in Milliken, 
please fill out the paper registration forms.  These must be turned in at least 24 hours before your child’s 
first day of camp. 
 



  
 
For TeenCamp families, children and parents must also print, sign and turn in the Code of Conduct 
form. 
 
Registration for swim lessons (Fort Collins KinderCamp and FunCamp only) is online, but requires a 
waiver form to be printed and signed before children will be allowed to attend. 
 
All camp programs are $50 per day or $225 per week per camper.  There is a $50 registration fee required 
once per year for camp programs.  This fee is reduced for current clients.  Additional feed apply for 
swim lessons, extended days in TeenCamp and camping or overnight trips.  Please see registration 
materials. 
 
Once you have registered for a day, you are obligated to pay for that day.  You may remove your child 
from the program at all time, but will be financially responsible for payment after registration.  
Schedules may be “switched” with 48 hours advanced notice, if we have room in the day(s) you would 
like your child to attend.  Please contact a program director if you have questions on this policy. 
 

Transportation and Vehicles 
Most transportation for camp programs happens in our school buses.  These buses are inspected once per 
year with additional inspections occurring every other year.  All drivers hold a current Commercial 
Drivers License.  If busses or drivers are unavailable, our 15 passenger vans will be used.  All children 
will be required to comply with safety standards of the state and county, including restraint systems, 
volume of speaking, and remaining in seats while the vehicles are moving.  Children who are incapable 
of following these rules may be required to return to a preschool center for the day or for the day 
following their inability to follow these safety rules. 
 
By registering your child, you understand that Young Peoples Learning Center will be transporting them 
via our vehicles to all activities.  In case of a vehicle emergency, vehicles will pull over as soon as it is 
safe and will contact emergency personnel to escort the vehicle or children if necessary. The center will 
be contacted if any such emergencies occur. 

 
Schedules 

We stick with our planned activities as advertised with our full summer schedule almost all of the time.  
It does sometimes happen that locations we work with need to make changes from when we originally 
schedule with them and we will notify registered parents about these changes ASAP. 
 
In addition, parents are provided with a weekly schedule which has an hour-by-hour schedule of where 
children will be.  These will be available in printed form at camp and additionally online at 
www.youngpeopleslc.com/camps. 
 
If we need to vary activities from this schedule, camps will notify the administration of the preschool 
(482-1212 in Fort Collins and 587-7722 in Milliken) and parents are welcome to check in at any point to 
be sure the camps are on schedule. 
 

Discipline  
If behavior issues arise, parents will be contacted and expected to pick up their child from the event 
location. All campers kids are expected to follow all staff directions at all times. Failure to comply may 
result in removal from the program – with our high activity levels and time spent in the community, it is 
imperative for safety reasons that children are able to follow directions. 

 
Our philosophy behind disciplining a child is to teach self-control.  We want them to choose correct 
behavior because it will make them feel good.  If a child behaves because it will please their parent or 
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their teacher, the child may misbehave when these external controls are removed (if you leave the room 
or turn your back).  Our goal is to instill in your child a good internal feeling toward positive behavior. 
 
Some steps in stopping negative behavior and accomplishing our goals of self-control are: utilizing 
models of good behavior; talking to the child; suggesting an alternative behavior; removing the child 
from the situation; giving the child some time to himself to think about what he/she is doing and/or 
working out a positive reward chart. 
 
When a child has a problem in controlling part of his/her behavior, we try to gain your support in 
helping us deal with the problem.   We expect that children will come to our program needing to learn 
skills in regards to their behavior and expect that we will help them learn these skills.  Behavior plans, 
charts or contracts may be utilized for extended behavior issues. 
 
Children who are not able to keep themselves under control with guidance may be asked to spend an 
afternoon at our preschool program when a director may offer them more one-on-one attention.  Young 
Peoples Learning Center will NOT take children on field trips or into the community if they are not 
under control. 
 
Children may be asked to leave the program if their behaviors are violent or destructive.  We will work 
with children and families as much as possible to help build skills, but want all children in our program 
to be safe. 

 
Parent Communication  

Communication between parents and camp counselors is very important. At any point you may contact 
(970) 482-1212(Fort Collins) or (97) 587-7722 (Milliken) or send an email to info@youngpeopleslc.com.  
Additionally, check weekly emails and schedules for other means of contacting camp counselors.  
Parents should always check in at drop off and pick up as they sign their child in/out for additional 
information. 
 

Meals and Snacks 
Parents provide all meals and snacks for campers.  Campers are expected to arrive with an insulated 
lunch box with two snacks and a lunch every day.   
 

Personal Belongings and Money  
Beyond lunch, snacks, water bottles, sun safety gear, swim suits and towels, children are encouraged to 
leave personal belongings at home.  YPLC counselors may restrict children from using personal 
belongings and may confiscate them if they are causing issues.  Counselors are not responsible for 
children’s lost or stolen belongings.  Please talk with a camp counselor if your child has brought an item 
from home so we can discuss any issues we see ahead of time. 
 
Children will not need money for any camp activities and we encourage them not to bring along money.  
If children do bring money, counselors may limit how they may spend it and are not responsible for lost 
or stolen money. 
 

Electronics  
Children are not permitted to use electronics (cell phones, MP3 Players, tablets, electronic games, etc) 
except with explicit permission from a program staff.  These permissions will not be granted on a 
regular basis and will only be under special circumstances.  Often, exceptions are made for bus or van 
rides that are an hour or longer. 
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Weapons  
Weapons or weapon play are not permitted at camp. This includes guns, knives, swords, bows and 
arrows, etc. There are no exceptions to this policy.  All weapons, or weapon toys, must remain at home.  
Any child or family member who brings a weapon may be asked to leave and not be allowed to return to 
the program. 
 

Illness, Injury, and Medication  
Strict rules are mandated for administering any medication or treatment within childcare facilities. It is 
recommended that every possible means be taken to give children medication at home or for a parent to 
administer a child’s medication. If it becomes apparent and necessary for a child to take any form of 
medication while at camp, parents must follow these steps:  

1. We are required to control the medication and administer the dosage.  
2. Medication must be brought in its original pharmacy labeled container or original over-the-

counter container.  
3. Written permission by the parents giving the childcare facility authorization to administer the 

medication must be provided.  
 
If these three legal requirements aren’t met, medication cannot be legally administered. Medication must 
be delivered directly to the program staff and will be stored in a locked medication box at the 
appropriate temperature. Medication can only be given by the childcare facility nursing consultant or by 
personnel who are trained and to whom the childcare facility nursing consultant has delegated the task of 
giving medication.  
 
It is Young Peoples policy that if your child has a seizure, we will call 911 immediately. We also require 
that your child has a Seizure Health Plan on file at the center. Other medical issues that require a medical 
health plan are asthma, eczema, and severe allergies. We reserve the right to request a medical health 
plan for any other medical reasons as needed.  
 
We have a nurse advisor/consultant who visits Young Peoples on a monthly basis. She is also on-call for 
us if we have questions regarding medical issues. We have created medical policies based on state rules 
along with advice given to us by our authorized nurse advisor.  
 
If your child is injured at camp, we will fill out an incident report.  Parents will be informed of minor 
incidents at time of pick up.  If your child receives any sort of head injury, even minor, parents will be 
notified immediately.  If a child receives any injury that requires or may require any follow up medical 
attention, parents will be notified immediately.   
 
If a child become sick while at camp, parents will be notified immediately and children will be 
transported back to the preschool center to await pick up.  Parents will be notified immediately if a child 
has a fever, is vomiting or is having excessive diarrhea.  Children must be fever free and have not 
vomited for 24 hours before they may return to camp.  Parents will be notified via email if any child in a 
camp experiences head lice or a communicable disease.  We have found providing information to be the 
best means of prevention for spreading of such events. 
 

Emergencies 
Children and teachers will practice evacuation procedures regularly (about once per month) so everyone 
is comfortable with the process.  Camps will notify the preschool center if they experience any 
emergency that requires them to deviate from their schedule.  Whenever possible, the emergency 
locations will be as follows; For KinderCamp and FunCamp (Fort Collins) 220 E. Oak is the 
emergency/disaster/weather location.  For TeenCamp, the cafeteria at Ridgeview Classical School (1800 



  
 
S. Lemay Ave) will be the emergency/disaster/weather location.  For FunCamp (Milliken) KQA (705 
School House Drive) will be the emergency/disaster/weather location.   
 
Emergencies that would cause us to evacuate or leave our scheduled activity include fire, flood and a 
threatening individual.  In the event of a tornado or an earthquake, we would likely “shelter in place” 
and you will be able to locate us at our scheduled activity or at the emergency location.  If the event we 
cannot get to the emergency location, children will be moved to the nearest public library.  We will 
always notify the preschool center of location changes. 
 

Lost Child Policy 
Staff perform head counts of children throughout the day, approximately every 15 minutes or any time 
they leave or enter a space.  If a child is missing from the class, the program director as well as the 
administrative office will be notified.  Staff will move all campers into one space and additional staff 
will be brought from the administrative office to begin to search for the child until the child is found or 
the police are notified.  Parents will be contacted immediately.  If the class is on a field trip at another 
business, staff will notify the on-site manager immediately and utilize the facility’s PA system and 
security personnel.  Young Peoples Learning Center staff are highly trained on Field Trip procedures 
and lost children have never been a problem at our center or in our programs. 
 

Child Abuse Reporting 
Included in our registration materials is a letter from the Colorado Department of Social Services, which 
explains how to report child abuse or sexual assault.  All our teachers and staff are trained and instructed 
on abuse and assault.  It is state policy that any staff member of a childcare facility must report 
suspicions of child abuse or assault immediately. 
 
Anyone may report any suspicions of child abuse by calling 1-844-CO-4-KIDS. 
 

Voicing a Grievance 
To report a grievance or file an official complaint pertaining to the license of a childcare facility, please 
contact  

The Division of Child Care 
The Colorado Department of Human Services 

1573 Sherman Street 
Denver, CO 80203-1714 

(303) 866-5958 


