
 
 

Young Peoples Learning Center 
Family-School Connection Commitment 

 
Research shows that when families interact with their child’s school, children benefit in a 
multitude of ways.  Their rates of academic success increase and they are better able to 
handle stresses throughout their school career.  These outcomes are often attributed to 
children being able to feel and experience their family’s commitment to education when 

there is a strong connection.  This connection needs to begin early, and we want to 
make sure there are opportunities for families here at our school.  The following is a list 

of some of the ways we would love to connect with you! 
 

Daily Notes 
Teachers write daily notes which go in your boxes on MOST days.  Fridays we request 
that they focus first on assessment books and get to parent notes second and there are 
some days where children need some extra help so notes don’t get done, but you 
should receive these ALMOST every day.  These are just a quick note about something 
your child did that day and track things like overall behavior,  
 

Email Blasts and Classroom Messenger 
We want to stay in communication with parents!  YPLC Administration sends out 
announcement and reminder emails using our opt-in email list – you can sign up for this 
at www.youngpeopleslc.com on the right hand side of the screen.  In addition, when 
teachers want to communicate directly with parents or parents want to communicate 
directly with teachers, we hope everyone is signed up for Classroom Messenger.  Go to 
www.classroommessenger.com and search for your child’s class name, or get the code 
from us!  This allows individual classes to send out notices and reminders on field trips 
or requests for volunteers, etc. 
 

Get involved in the classroom! 
We encourage family members to take some time to share a talent or some time with 
their child’s classroom.  Do you have a cool job that you could come into the classroom 
and show off your tools?  Does your child’s grandmother have an hour or two they 
would like to come read stories in the classroom?  Do you have a hobby or talent that 
you could come teach or share with the children? Do you work somewhere that we 
could take a field trip to?  Would you like to join us on a Field Trip?  Talk to your child’s 
teacher or drop us a line to let us know you are interested! 

 

Lending Bin – Books, activities and toys! (Plum Street Location) 
In the front hallway we have some very cool ways to connect home and school by just 
picking something up on your way out the door.   The lending Bin has some great books 
and activities we would like to share with you!  We would appreciate you bringing them 
back, if you can.  Be sure to spend time WITH your child and these activities at home.  
Kids want to know that school and school things are important to their family! 

http://www.youngpeopleslc.com/
http://www.classroommessenger.com/


 
 

 

Classroom Parties 
About once a month throughout the school year we have special classroom parties, 
usually centered around a holiday.  Parents are invited to come to the classroom and 
enjoy some treats and activities with their children and teachers.  This is a great time to 
build connections, see your child in action at school, meet other parents, get to know 
your child’s teacher better and have some fun!  These parties are typically held in the 
mornings and details will be on the clipboard, the calendar and in newsletters.   

 
Typically these parties include: Halloween Party, Thanksgiving Feast, Santa Visit, 
Valentines Day Party, Green Parade, Egg Hunt, Eagle Class Graduation, and the 
Summer Carnival! 
 

Spirit Week 
In January each year, we pick a week to show how much FUN we can have at school 
by dressing up and having some extra kinds of fun!  We will usually have a day to have 
crazy hair, to bring your teddy bears and wear pajamas, to dress up with your favorite 
sports team outfits, bring in face painters and more!  Check out the newsletters and 
calendars for specific days! 

 
Family Events 
In addition to the class-time parties, we offer events outside of class time.  These events 
typically include Back to School Night, Halloween Festival (hosted by FunZone kids!), 
Holiday Sing, Saint Patrick’s Day Parade participation, Art Show and Workshop, Family 
Action Board Picnic, and the Splash Party! 

 
Community Happenings Board 
We recognize that our school is part of a larger community and hope that parents take 
advantage of all that is going around us.  We often get news of events in our inboxes, 
and want to share them with you.  We invite all families to contribute information to 
these boards that you think other families might be interested in.  Having a garage sale?  
Know of a good weekend playgroup?  Let others know! 

 
Newsletters 
We work hard at providing small bits of parent education that is useful to families.  
These are things we believe in as teachers and want to share with you.  It is great for 
families and schools to understand each others’ perspectives as we work together to 
educate the children in our care. 
 

Parent Resources Available 
We have MANY more resources available, so just ask!  In addition to written materials, 
we are connected with many parenting classes in town if you would like further 
information.  Also, please let us know if you would like a consultation with the 



 
 

Touchstone Health Partner’s Early Childhood Specialist.  She is happy to come meet 
with you here at our school and her services are almost always free. 

 
FAB 
We will meet on the 3rd Friday of each month from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at our Plum Street 
school (Feel free to stay for Pajama Party afterwards!)  The first half hour of these will 
be dedicated to a presentation on a core YPLC principle or practice.  We encourage all 
new families to attend these meetings for at least the first year to get really familiar with 
us!  The second half will be dedicated to question and answer.  These questions might 
be about the presentation, about behaviors you are seeing at home, or might be about 
other things happening in our school.   

September: Curriculum and Assessment: What is Teaching Strategies Gold, how 
does YPLC implement it and how can I help further those goals for my child? 

October: Tough Times: How does YPLC handle challenging behaviors of children and 
how can I use these same techniques at home? 

NO MEETINGS IN NOVEMBER OR DECEMBER.  Look for all our other family events 
and have fun at holiday parties! 

January: Whole Child Wellness: What are YPLC’s health goals for each child and 
what are some ideas and tricks for us at home? (We will also be asking for feedback on 
our menu during this meeting) 

February: Preparing for the Future: What is “Kindergarten Readiness” and what are 
“Executive Skills”, what is YPLC doing to prepare my child for kindergarten and what 
should I be doing? 

March: Developing Feelings: What are the most important Social-Emotional skills for 
my child to be working on, how does YPLC build those skills and what can we do at 
home? 

April: Using Your Outside Voice:  Why does YPLC go out into the community so 
much and what can we share about what Fort Collins has to offer? 

May: Hard Conversations: What is healthy and appropriate sexual behavior and what 
is a red flag? Also, what are YPLC policies around this and how can parents handle 
questions and situations? 

June: Green Kids: What are ways in which YPLC tries to model environmentally 
friendly practices and how do we raise kids who value their environments? 

JULY: FAMILY ACTION BOARD PICNIC! 

August: Learning Everywhere: Learning happens every day and all over.  How does 
YPLC and how can families support learning in all kinds of environments? 


